LOCAL RESIDENTS HELP LAUNCH 

MODERN-DAY ABOLITION MOVEMENT 
[Name of City/community] Events part of nationwide 
International Justice Mission’s “Weekend to End Slavery” 
November 14-15, 2009
[YOUR CITY] –  On November 14 and 15, [NAME OF GROUP or RESIDENTS]  will bring today’s abolition movement to [LOCATION] as part of International Justice Mission’s “Weekend to End Slavery” – a nationwide weekend of advocacy on behalf of the world’s 27 million slaves. International Justice Mission (IJM) is a D.C.-based human rights agency that secures justice for victims of slavery, sexual exploitation and other forms of violent oppression in 13 countries in the developing world.
To raise awareness of the crisis of modern-day slavery, [Group] will host a public screening of At the End of Slavery, a powerful new 30-minute documentary produced by IJM that takes viewers into the dark and dangerous underworld of human trafficking, bringing into the light the reality of modern-day slavery – and solutions to end this trade for good.  [INCLUDE HERE INFORMATION ABOUT ANY ADDITIONAL EVENTS YOU ARE HOSTING]
The [NAME OF CITY] event is just one in a nationwide movement to educate communities on the reality of modern-day slavery and mobilize a response to this abuse by advocating for the passage of the Child Protection Compact Act – a bill currently under consideration in the U.S. congress that would authorize funding to protect the world’s most vulnerable children from slavery. Throughout the weekend, thousands of people across the nation will view At the End of Slavery, participate in discussion groups and write their senators and representatives with one goal: the global abolition of modern-day slavery. 
“Quote about how you learned about modern-day slavery and why you want to educate your community ,” explains event host YOUR NAME.
At the End of Slavery  includes first-person testimony from former slaves and undercover footage from police operations to rescue children from brothels. Law enforcement success in finding and rescuing victims, and prosecuting perpetrators demonstrates the real possibility of ending the global trade in human beings.  The film features narration by Danny Glover and music by Johnny Cash and Moby, first-person interviews with freed slaves and interviews with leading abolitionists and human rights experts.  

“Secondary quote from you or a member of your team – possibly emphasizing the hope that we can really end slavery, but it is a battle that will take all of us.”

MORE DETAILS ON YOUR EVENT – describe anything unique you will be doing in addition to screening the film and provide any necessary additional information on location.
For media inquires on the [LOCATION] Event, please contact:

Your contact information.
For media inquires on At the End of Slavery or International Justice Mission’s work, please contact:
Amy Roth, Director of Media Relations

International Justice Mission

media@ijm.org; 703-465-5495

###
To learn more about the film, please visit www.atheEndofSlavery.com.

To learn more about International Justice Mission, please visit www.IJM.org.
About International Justice Mission:

International Justice Mission is a human rights agency that secures justice for victims of slavery, sexual exploitation and other forms of violent oppression. IJM’s multi-national staff work in 13 countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America to ensure that the global poor are protected from violent forms of oppression by their countries’ own laws. Over the past decade, they have partnered with local authorities to secure lives of freedom for thousands victimized by slavery.
IJM’s lawyers, investigators and social workers partner with local officials to respond to violent oppression by ensuring immediate victim relief; pursuing perpetrator prosecution; providing aftercare for victims as they navigate the complex process of rebuilding their lives. IJM’s founding principle is the defense and protection of individual human rights for all people by bringing the law to bear on their behalf and by prosecuting perpetrators who violate local and international laws.

About Modern-Day Slavery
Slavery is the use of deception or violent coercion to compel someone to labor without pay or for no pay beyond the substance necessary to continue the labor. There are an estimated 27 million slaves in the world today—more than any other time in history (Kevin Bales, Disposable People). Children below the age of 18 years represent between 40 to 50% of all forced labor victims (ILO, 2005).

Modern-day slaves are abused around the world in variety of industries. Modern-day slavery can take place in a rice mill or a farm; in a brothel or massage parlor; in an industrialized factory or a rudimentary workplace.

Two hundred years ago, heroic abolitionists defeated the trans-Atlantic slave trade through securing the passage of legislation that made this brutal trade illegal. Today, slavery is nearly universally illegal — but millions are still victimized by the crime simply because the laws designed for their protection are not enforced. 

For example, a recent, wide-reaching survey conducted by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime found that 40% of countries burdened by human trafficking had not registered a single conviction against perpetrators of the crime, which is crucial for deterrence. The U.N. has determined that 4 billion people live outside the protection of rule of law. In order to end slavery for good, we must ensure that public justice systems – police, courts, laws, etc. — protect all people and put traffickers and slave-owners behind bars so they cannot continue to abuse vulnerable people. 
